In much of the world, Satan is a joke, or myth and to be
forgotten in “more mature” religious thought. People think of
him like this picture:

This view of Satan is wrong but he likes this as it makes his work
much easier. The Bible from the beginning to the end speaks of
satan as a real person but not as this picture.

The devil or satan has different names.

• There are two passages, Isaiah 14:4-23 with a word against the king of Babylon,
and in Ezekiel 28:11-16 and a word against the king of Tyre, both of which contain
language well beyond human experience and can only apply to the devil.
• Isaiah 14:12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer (“bringing light” or “the
morning-star”), son of the morning! How are you cut down to the ground, You
who weakened the nations!” So Lucifer was in heaven and was characterised by
bringing light.
• Ezekiel 28:12-13 “Son of man, take up a lamentation for the king of Tyre, and say
to him, Thus says the Lord GOD; You were the seal (full measure) of perfection,
full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty (God cannot say that to any man). You were
in Eden, the garden of God (so Lucifer was in the Garden of Eden - Genesis c2);
Every precious stone was your covering (he was very beautiful, arrayed in many
colours), … The workmanship of your timbrels and pipes Was prepared for you (or
“in you” - he was a musical instrument to praise God) on the day you were
created.”

Ezekiel 28:14-15, 17 “You are the anointed cherub that covers (so Lucifer was
an angel of the cherubim order); I established you;… You were perfect in your
ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you. … Your
heart was lifted up because of your beauty, You corrupted your wisdom for the
sake of your splendour; …”
Iniquity is the sin of self will against God as seen below.
Isaiah 14:13-14 “For you (Lucifer) have said in your heart,
I will ascend into heaven, (So Lucifer wanted to ascend above the place in
which he was created to the place where God was far above all, e.g. Hebrews
12:2, Ephesians 4:7, 10 and 1:20-21).
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: (Lucifer had a throne and he
wanted to exalt it above “the stars of God” which speak of the angelic beings
as is exampled in: Job 38:7, Jude 1:13, Revelation 22:16.)

I will also sit upon the mount of the congregation, On the farthest sides of the
north; (To "sit upon the mount of the congregation" means, to triumphantly fix
his throne there on mount Zion (where Jerusalem was) and the “sides of the
north” is mount Moriah that was north east of Zion. So Lucifer could have wanted
future earthly Messianic rule.)
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; (Often clouds related to the

Divine presence (e.g. Exodus 16:10, Isaiah 19:1, Revelation 1:7). Lucifer
wanted to get for himself some of the highest position and manifested
excellence that belongs only to God.)
I will be like the Most High. (The “Most High God” shows His sovereignty (e.g.
Genesis 14:19, Daniel 4:25, 34) and so Lucifer wanted total authority over
the heavens and the earth.)
God then cast Lucifer out of heaven and told him his final end.
v12, 15 “How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer Son of the morning! How you
are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! … v15 Yet you shall
be brought down to Sheol (hell), To the lowest depths of the Pit.”

The devil started his work almost immediately through the serpent in
the garden of Eden with Adam and Eve:
1. He cast doubt on God’s Word. “Now the serpent was more cunning
than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said
unto the woman, Yea, has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every
tree of the garden?’” (Gen 3:1 referring to Gen 2:16-17 “And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you
may freely eat; But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”)
2. He denied the Word of God. “And the serpent said unto the woman,
You will not surely die.” (Gen 3:4)

3. God is keeping you from something good and better.
“For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5)
• The devil said that they were going to know something that they did not know
before. He did not tell them that it, i.e. sin, was bad and that they would have no
power to resist against it.
• “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death
through sin; and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
• “There is no difference; for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory (character
or standards) of God.” (Romans 3:23)
• The devil the became “the ruler (or prince, not king) of this world” (John 14:30)
• “And you (Christians) He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, in
which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of (meaning
those characterised by) disobedience.” (Ephesians 2:1-2)

“Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from Jordan and
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days
by the devil. And in those days He ate nothing, and afterward, when
they had ended, He was hungry.” (Luke 4:1-2)
However for the first time the devil was defeated when he left Jesus
Christ.
“And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from
Him until an opportune time.” (Luke 4:13)
Of Christ it is written “
, Nor was deceit (guile)
found in his mouth.” (1Peter 2:22)

“Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.”
(John 12:31)
The world was about to condemn itself by crucifying the perfect Lord Jesus Christ.
The ruler of this world tried to do away with Jesus Christ being crucified at Calvary
but was utterly defeated at Calvary. Instead, the Saviour provided a way of
salvation for men, and at the same had defeated satan and all his hosts. The
sentence has not yet been carried out on the devil, but his doom has been sealed.
Christ took part of flesh and blood, “that through death he might destroy (make
powerless) him that had the power (dominion) of death, that is, the devil. and
release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”
(Hebrews 2:14-15)

So the believer does not fear death because Christ has taken sins’ punishment.

The devil was spiritually bound at the cross when Christ died and believers
also have the forgiveness of all their sins. In one respect it would be
impossible for all our sins to be forgiven and for us to have an undefeated
foe. But the devil was bound at the cross.
“And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall
anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me,
is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's
hand.” (John 10:28-29)
So the believer in Christ in doubly secure as they are in Christ’s and in God
the Father’s hands. However to make totally sure that we know that the devil
cannot get us in his grip God says in 1John 5:18:
“… but he who has been born of God … the wicked one (the devil) does not
touch him (meaning cannot get a grip of him).”

God has prepared a place of punishment for the devil and the angels that followed
him:
“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41 )
At the end of time and after the Millennium and after the devil’s last deception we
read:
“And the devil who deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.” (Revelation 20:10 )
The everlasting nature of his punishment is also seen in:
“ … He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone … And the smoke of their
torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night.” (Revelation
14:10-11)

However sinners who trust in Christ as their Saviour will not go there.

